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I have recently been made aware of this process and would like to make the following submission: 

I am a ratepayer within the City of Rockingham . I am increasing concerned that the spending by the council is not 
always to benefit the ratepayers and residents of the area . 

Recently a rate increase was incurred in excess of 3%, whilst I and other's submitted, via the appropriate channel, 
my concern that this was excessive, I do not believe the concerns were considered by the council. 

A motion was proposed and passed to spend over $624,000 to 'beautify' the council plaza area -I do not believe this 
is either necessary or worthy of such a vast sum or in the interests of the ratepayers in the area and would like to 
see this rejected . 

A recent visit to Japan was attended by members of the council and I do not believe that this has benefited the area 
and would have liked to have seen details of exactly the benefits achieved against those outlined as goals. 

I believe the council meetings should be recorded for those ratepayers that cannot attend the meetings, this 
motion was dismissed by the council as being too costly - high estimates of cost were given but not quantified, I am 
aware that the meetings are not fully minuted - many comments not included, and believe they should be. 

I believe it is time the ratepayers voted for the major and not the councillors, this motion was voted down by 
majority of the councillors. I believe that there are better ways the council could manage their monies and benefit 
the ratepayers and residents (we have a number of homeless people in the area but the council have rejected a 
motion to use money to ease the situation) . 

I believe there needs to be far greater transparency by the council and allow our councillors to be transparent -
something which Rockingham City Council are against. Councillors are not allowed to report anything to the 
residents that might show the council in a bad light which means that any delay in project, increase in budget cannot 
be relayed to the residents. I believe all factual information should be allowed to relayed in the interests of 
transparency. 

Jayne Foulger 
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